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WELCOME BACK TO SCHOOL 2021-2022

Dear Porterville Unified Staff and Families,
The purpose of this guidebook is to share our plans to resume full in-person
instruction for all students this August. Porterville Unified recognizes how
important it is for students to be learning in a classroom with their teachers
and to be spending time on campus with their friends, and we couldn’t be
more confident that our schools are ready for this to happen in the safest way
possible. More and more of our staff continue to be vaccinated, and we were
able to bring back cohorts of students safely for the fourth quarter of the
2020-2021 school year.
While this past year has been difficult in so many ways, the Porterville Unified
School District is committed to supporting all of those in our school
community so that our return to campuses can be safe, successful, and
enriching. This guide will outline all of the pieces students, staff, and families
need to know about to prepare for the start of in-person instruction in August.
What makes Porterville Unified School District so special is everyone who
comes to campus each day – our students, families, teachers and staff. We
hope that you share our excitement about the return to schools, and will
share this excitement with others, so that students can come back to a feeling
of community and care that they so importantly deserve.
Thank you for all of your patience and support as we look forward to this
exciting new chapter for Porterville Unified. We look forward to welcoming
back all of our students in August.
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Porterville Unified School District will return to a regular school day starting on August 12,
2021. Students will be coming back to new and improved programs and services to better
serve our students.

Acceleration of Learning

Additional reading support and reading teachers in kindergarten through 8th grade
Additional digital content to support learning both inside and outside of the classroom
Increased access to a number of digital books through myON
Updated technology that meets the needs of each student
Additional support through the after school YES program (YES program remains an open
enrollment program)
Increased hands on learning opportunities including field trips in K-8 and internships for
Pathway students
Increased course offering for secondary students for enrichment and credit recovery
Social emotional learning curriculum in all grades, kindergarten through twelfth

Professional Learning for Staff
Increased coaching support services for staff including content specific
experts in the middle school and high school levels
Increased technology support with an instructional technology coordinator to
support staff with maintaining effective use of technology in the classroom
Increased training In instructional strategies, engagement strategies, and
social emotional learning. Due to one time money, teachers will be paid at
their daily rate for all trainings outside of contractual hours during the
2021.2022 school year

Wellness & Safety

Added mental health services including one-on-one counseling, group counseling, and
increased partnerships with mental health professionals
Access to a PUSD school psychologist helpline at 559-615-5414
Access to COVID rapid testing upon request from the school office
Continued access to PPE supplies for all staff and students
Deep cleaning and fogging of classrooms and shared spaces daily
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Porterville Unified School District will offer full day in-person instruction to
all students, 5 days a week, on all campuses. Porterville Unified school sites
will run from 8:10-2:25 for kindergarten through third grade, 8:10-3:10 for 4th8th grade, and 8:10-3:30 for 9th through 12th grade on Monday, Tuesday,
Thursday, and Friday. All students In kindergarten through 12th grade will
attend school from 8:10-1:45 on Wednesday.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
Elementary students will have daily minute requirements. Different sites and different grade
levels may move around these blocks of time to create their own daily schedules that work for
their sites. Other factors such as the fine arts and PE schedule may have impact on the
suggested daily minutes.

KINDERGARTEN - 3RD GRADE

4TH - 6TH GRADE
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MIDDLE SCHOOL
Middle schools will return to their pre-COVID bell schedules. Students will be responsible for
seven periods in a normal school day. All middle schools within the Porterville Unified School
District will follow the same bell schedule.

MON, TUES, THURS, FRI

WEDNESDAY

HIGH SCHOOL
High schools will return to their pre-COVID site specific bell schedule. These bell
schedules will be communicated to students, families, and staff by the school site.
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PUSD is committed to protecting the health and safety of our students, staff and
community. The district will be implementing various safety protocols based on
guidance from the California Department of Public Health (CDPH), California
Department of Industrial Relations Division of Occupational Safety and Health
(Cal/OSHA), and the Tulare County Department of Health (TCDPH). CDPH is the
institution that provides the guidelines for all schools in the state of California to
operate safely. It is important to note that PUSD will make changes as our guiding
agencies update their protocols for safety.

GUIDANCE FROM HEALTH OFFICIALS
Porterville Unified School District will continue to adhere to the most
recent COVID guidelines issued by CDPH, Cal/OSHA, and TCDPH.

ROBUST SAFETY PROTOCOLS
Robust safety protocols are in place at all campuses, including needed
personal protective equipment, frequent disinfecting, and hand washing
stations.

UPGRADED AIR-FILTRATION SYSTEM
Upgraded air filters in every classroom and common public spaces that
will turn the air over multiple times within the hour.

HYGIENE
Restrooms and hand washing sinks in classrooms are stocked with soap
and paper towels. Additional hand washing stations are available as
students enter campus. Hand sanitizer is available in every classroom.

COVID-19 TESTING
COVID rapid tests will be available to all students and staff from the
school office upon request. As recommended by CDPH as an additional
layer of safety to maximize student access to full in-person learning,
PUSD will be conducting routine screening testing at elementary sites and
for groups of students participating in extracurricular activities such as
athletics with parent/guardian written consent required.

VACCINATIONS
Staff and students ages 12 and older as well as their family members
continue to be eligible for free vaccination clinics at the International AgriCenter in Tulare (walk-ups welcome) and through the Porterville Veterans'
Memorial Building (appointments can be made by calling 1-888-422-4255).
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Self Screening--All staff and students will be asked to self screen for symptoms
before coming to school. If an individual is showing any signs of sickness, they will
need to call the Porterville Unified COVID response team hotline at (559) 560-5960
before returning to school.

Face Masks--Face masks will be required for all students while on campus unless
exempt per CDPH guidelines. Staff will wear face masks whenever in a room with
students. Non-vaccinated staff will be required to wear a mask when in contact with
others. Vaccinated staff can remove their mask when students are not present. Face
masks will be required when riding the bus.

Visitors--Visitors on campus will be limited. Parents will not be able to volunteer
in classrooms at this time. Any food that is brought to the school to be shared with
a classroom must be purchased from a store and arrive to the campus wrapped.

Social Distancing--PUSD will continue to follow the guidance from CDPH on social
distancing. According to the current CDPH guidelines, in person instruction can
occur safely without minimum social distancing requirements when other mitigating
strategies, such as masking, are implemented. The sharing of common materials
(including recess equipment) will be limited to the greatest extent possible.
Meals--Students will continue to have the option to bring breakfast and lunch from
home or eat a school provided meal. When eating, students will be outside and
spaced to the greatest extent possible. When not possible, students will eat in an
indoor space with windows and doors open, air circulating in the room, and air
filters turning over the air in the room multiple times per hour.
PPE--PPE will continue to be provided to staff as needed. While protective plexiglass
shields are not required, they will be made available to teachers upon request. When
providing elementary level reading instruction, a face shield with a drape can be
worn in lieu of a mask. Increased hand washing will continue to be practiced. Hand
washing stations are available at every site.

Additional Safety Protocols--Classrooms will continue to be cleaned and fogged
nightly. Students will no longer need to engage in a temperature screening upon
entering campus.
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When do I contact the PUSD
COVID Response Team?
Daily, staff and students must complete a self screening before arriving to the their
school site. Ask yourself the following questions before leaving for your school site
daily:
Do you have any signs or symptoms of COVID-19?
Fevers or chills,
Cough,
Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing,
Fatigue,
Muscle or body aches,
Headache,
New loss of taste or smell,
Sore throat,
Congestion or runny nose,
Nausea or vomiting,
or Diarrhea?
Have you been exposed to a person with symptoms?
Do you have a fever of 100.4 or higher?
IF YES TO ANY OF THE PREVIOUS QUESTIONS, YOU WILL NEED TO BE CLEARED
THROUGH THE DISTRICT COVID RESPONSE TEAM BEFORE YOU WILL BE ABLE TO
RETURN TO YOUR SCHOOL SITE.
The COVID Response Team will take any health care provIder documented conditions
into consideration when making their recommendation.

PUSD COVID RESPONSE TEAM

(559) 560-5960
13
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Quarantine guidelines will vary based on vaccination status.

Quarantine recommendations for vaccinated close contacts
For now, fully vaccinated individuals can refrain from quarantine and testing following a
known exposure if asymptomatic. When a student has been exposed to COVID-19 and is
asymptomatic and vaccinated, they will still be able to attend in-person instruction at
school.
If a fully vaccinated individual is showing symptoms of COVID-19, they should contact the
PUSD COVID Response Team at (559) 560-5960 before returning to school.
Quarantine recommendations for unvaccinated students
If an unvaccinated individual Is showing symptoms of COVID-19, they should contact the
PUSD COVID Response Team at (559) 560-5960 before returning to school.
When both parties were wearing a mask in the indoor classroom setting, unvaccinated
students who are close contacts (more than 15 minutes over a 24-hour period within 0-6
feet indoors) may undergo a modified 10-day quarantine. These students may continue to
attend school for in-person instruction if they:
Are asymptomatic;
continue to appropriately mask, as required;
and undergo at least twice weekly testing during the 10-day quarantine. Quarantine can
end after 7 days with a negative COVID test.
Unvaccinated students who quarantine at home or are able to meet the above guidelines
and continue attending school will be unable to participate in all extracurricular activities at
school, including sports, and activities within the community setting during the quarantine
period.
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PUSD provides a comprehensive technology solution for all students; including a
device, filtered high-speed internet connectivity, and tech support.

Chromebooks/iPads
PUSD students will be issued an iPad or a Chromebook to use at
home and school.

Internet Connectivity
The district provides internet activity in various capacities including
hot spots upon family request, increased WiFi in school buses,
community cell towers, and school site based WiFi.

Technology Support
A technology support call center will be available for families to call
for help with technology hardware or login support.
For a student or parent to contact tech support they may call
(559) 560-5070 or (559) 335-8911.

Agreement
Students and parents/guardians will complete and sign the User
Agreement when checking out a device.
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PUSD has taken careful consideration on how to keep students safe when
it comes to after school sports and extracurricular activities. We
understand sports and extracurricular activities are an essential part of
the overall school experience. However, it is important to understand that
some sports present a challenge due to close proximity between athletes.
When practicing sports, athletes must follow the guidance of their coaches
and California Interscholastic Federation (CIF).

All student-athletes must bring their own water bottle.
Water bottles must not be shared.
Cloth face coverings are required while inside.
There should be no shared athletic equipment (towels, clothing, shoes)
between students.
Students should wear their own appropriate workout clothing.
Individual clothing/towels should be washed and cleaned after every
workout.
All athletic equipment, including balls, should be cleaned prior to the next
workout.
Physical contact, such as high-fives, fist/chest bumps, and hugs, is
discouraged amongst teammates.

CIF Guidance
As the CIF State Office continues to provide guidance on athletics, PUSD
will make changes for the safety of all. These changes will be
communicated to school sites, students, and families as they happen.
If there is an outbreak of COVID-19, school sports and
extracurricular activities schedules are subject to change
and further safety precautions may be implemented.
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Independent study will also be available for families with medical needs, socialemotional needs, or other concerns.
PUSD families will have the option for their students to enter independent study. Students will
have daily synchronous instruction and check ins with teachers and other PUSD staff. The
remainder of the day, students will work asynchronously. All work will be grade level, standards
based work.
When families decide to have their students enter independent study in place of in-person
learning,
School staff will refer interested parents/guardians to Instructional Services for an intake
meeting.
Students with special needs will need to have their IEPs modified to address the request for
independent study and adjust services.
Students enrolled in independent study for the 2021-22 school year will have rights to
return to their home school when they return to in-person learning.
If you have questions about independent study for the 2021-22 school year, please contact
PUSD via e-mail at independentstudy@portervilleschools.org or by phone at (559) 560-5777.
Please note that a student that chooses independent study may have reduced options available
when it comes to participating in various programs such as Pathways or activities such as band
or athletics.
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Porterville Unified School District

2021-2022
INSTRUCTIONAL PROGRAMS ENROLLMENT OPTIONS

In-Person
at current
Elementary School
Attend full-day.
Assigned grade level specific teacher.
Daily in-person interaction with peers
and staff.
Access to in-person interventions.
Safety measures as required by California
Department of Health.

In-Person
at current
High School
Attend full-day.
Assigned grade level specific teachers.
A-G coursework available.
Participate in school on-site activities.
Pathway and site specific elective
courses.
Daily in-person interaction with peers
and staff.
Access to in-person interventions.
Safety measures as required by
California Department of Health.

Independent Study
at current
Elementary School
Independent Study contract required.
Assigned multi-grade level teacher(s).
Daily parent support required.
Daily Zoom assigned sessions.
Daily independent assignments via SeeSaw or
Google Classroom.
Failure to meet program requirements may
result in return to In person learning.

Independent Study
at current
High School
Independent Study contract required.
Weekly Advisory teacher meetings via Zoom.
Online coursework delivered via Edgenuity.
4-6 hours a day of online work expected.
A-G coursework available.
Failure to meet program requirements may
result in return to In person learning.

Complete request for Independent Study
Interest Form as soon as possible at:
https://rb.gy/hv69tb
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PUSD offers a range of specialized programs that serve students of all
abilities ages 3 to 22. PUSD is committed to providing equitable, inclusive,
quality education for all students, especially students with specialized
educational needs and students with disabilities. Our Special Education
teams will work with families to determine appropriate academic and social
emotional support considering the unique circumstances of each student
to meet their individual needs. PUSD special education staff will evaluate
the needs of students with disabilities to determine eligibility and adapt
instruction to provide increasing levels of support designed to meet each
student’s IEP goals as well as address learning loss.

Independent Study for Student with Disabilities:

In accordance with AB 130, PUSD will provide students the option of
independent study. PUSD is committed to providing Students with
Disabilities a Free and Appropriate Public Education (FAPE) required under
the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). Based on the most
recent evaluation IEP teams will consider the unique circumstance for each
individual student with disabilities to determine the appropriate setting to
meet their needs. Requests for Independent Study will be considered
through the IEP team process to discuss the appropriate setting to meet
the student’s identified needs.

SERVICES OFFERED
Specialized Academic Instruction
Speech and Language therapy
Behavioral Health Services
Psychological services
Deaf and Hard of Hearing support
Interpreting services for the deaf
Nursing services
Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy
Behavior Intervention Services
Occupational Therapy
If you have any questions or need assistance with your child’s IEP, please contact your child’s case
manager or the Director of Special Education, Kevin Jessee.
Phone: 559-793-2473

14

Program Service Overview
The goal of this program is to help families minimize and/or remove obstacles
that hinder children from being successful in their education programs.

Example of Some Services and
Referrals:
Food
Clothes
School supplies
Legal services
Mental health services
Utilities
Housing
Parenting
School registration

If your family needs any assistance, please contact your
child’s school site and a referral will be made to the Family
Service Worker assigned to your child’s school.
District Office: Assessments and Accountability
Department
Address: 600 W. Grand Ave., Porterville, CA 93257
Phone: 559-793-2445
Migrant Department Services:
Contact Marilu Martinez
Phone: 559-793-2750
Migrant Program Eligibility & Services
Emergency Food Assistance & Medical Referrals
Afterschool Tutoring & Counseling

15

The Porterville Unified School District
Pathways Program offers small learning
communities with an industry focus for
students as they prepare for college and
career. The “Open Choice” Pathways Program
is modeled after the Linked
Learning/National Academy Foundation
approach to provide all students with
equitable access to an integrated program of
study that includes a rigorous college
preparatory core curriculum connected to a
demanding technical career themed
sequence of courses. Creating Opportunities
and Changing Lives.
Granite Hills High School - Academy of Careers in Education (ACE), Computer
Operations and Development (CODE), Law, Justice and Ethics (LJE).
Harmony Magnet Academy - Academy of Engineering (AOE), Academy of Performing
Arts (APA).
Monache High School - Academy of Hospitality (AH), Environmental Science Academy
(ESA), Manufacturing and Construction Technology Academy (MCTA), Multimedia and
Technology Academy (MTA).
Porterville High School - Academy of Energy Resource Occupations (AERO),
Partnership Academy of Business (PAB), Partnership Academy of Health Sciences
(PAHS).
Porterville Military Academy - Military and Leadership Program, Academy of Aviation
(AOA).
Strathmore High School - Emerging Agriculture Technology (EAT).

K-8 COLLEGE & CAREER AWARENESS
The PUSD Pathways Program coordinates various events and activities to provide early
career and college exploration opportunities to K-8 site staff and students. Various K12 awareness and exploration hands-on options will be offered to showcase pathways
and provide lessons for student self-exploration based on strengths, interests and
values linked to the world of work; PUSD Graduate Outcome attainment and lifelong
learning. Empowering the Future.
SOCIAL MEDIA/ CONTACT INFORMATION
559.793.2437
pathways.portervilleschools.org
facebook.com/PortervillePathways
twitter.com/PathwaysPUSD
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STUDENTS
All PUSD High School Pathway students will participate in a work-based learning
grade level sequence of college and career activities to prepare all students with
the essential professional skills and knowledge to be prepared for college, career
and lifelong learning success. Local, Community and Statewide Professional
Partners work with educators to connect academic lessons with real world
experiences. In the midst of distance learning, the Pathways Department is
committed to provide all the grade level activities and events on a virtual level.
All Pathway students enroll in at least one Career/Technical Course aligned with a
College Prep Schedule in a sequence that advances across all four years
9th Grade - PUSD Graduate Outcomes Self Assessment, elevator pitch, and introduction
of 4-year Work-Based Learning Continuum.
10th Grade- Attend a professional Conference (Mentors Conference), create a resume,
professional etiquette, and dress for success.
11th Grade- Professional job/internship interviews, internship opportunities, dress for
success, and update resumes.
12th Grade- Internship/scholarship opportunities, and letters of recommendation.
Pathway Teacher Team, Staff and Assigned Counselor Support and Guidance
Technology Training and Resources
Multiple Layers of Support (Assigned Pathway Counselors; Academy Assistants;
Teachers; Administration and Professional Partner Mentors)

TEACHERS and INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL CONNECTED ACTIVITIES
Professional Development Sessions: Integrated Projects and Program Development
In person and virtual Trainings and Survey Resources: ZOOM; Nepris; Google Suite; Flipgrid;
NAF.org and other platforms upon request.
Virtual Professional Partner Platform Coordination
Teacher Team/Leadership Collaborative Coaching
Advisory Board Support: Linking Lessons to Real World

PARENTS
At Home Resources and Pathways Informational Sessions
Student internship placement information and supporting documents.
Pathway Site Staff Guidance and Support
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You can make sure everyone is prepared and ready for the start of school by
following the steps below. Feel free to check off each box as you go.
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