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Introduction & Overview
The purpose of this document is to outline guidelines to help in planning for the
reopening of schools in Porterville Unified School District (PUSD) for the 2020-2021
school year. Among the many areas that have been impacted, our students'
academic and emotional well being have been hit particularly hard by the shutdowns
and isolation associated with COVID-19. For this reason, PUSD understands the
importance of welcoming students to school campuses for in-class instruction. While
seeing as many students as possible in-person is one of the main priorities when
reopening, the district will take strict measures to protect the health and safety of
our students, school staff, and community.
This document aims to help sites plan and inform parents of the measures being
implemented to minimize the potential spread of COVID-19 in the school setting,
while meeting the educational needs of all students. Additionally, it provides an
overview of the PUSD distance learning options available.
In formulating these plans collaboratively with input from teachers, staff, parents,
and school administrators, the latest guidance was consulted that was provided by
the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) and California Department of
Education (CDE) along with other state and county public health authorities. While
scientific data for COVID-19 is still fairly limited and evolving, several recent studies
examining the differences between COVID-19 and influenza suggest the following:
COVID-19 is not as common in children as is in adults. Children who are
infected with the COVID-19 virus are more likely than adults to be
asymptomatic or to have very mild symptoms.
Adult-to-child transmission of the COVID-19 virus is more common than childto-adult transmission suggesting that children are less likely to be the first
case in a household.
Multi-system inflammatory syndrome in children (MIS-C), a severe condition
associated with COVID-19, remains rare.
In other countries, where schools remained open or have recently opened,
cases in school age children have been associated with few secondary cases
in the school, suggesting that child-to-child transmission may also not be as
significant as with the flu.
Scientific data broken down by age, indicates that these patterns are seen
more in younger children compared to teens.
In summary, the studies suggest COVID-19 transmission is less likely to be
widespread than influenza in schools and that children are less likely to transmit the
virus to adults, though there are different metrics according to the age of students.
As a result, there are slightly different approaches and recommendations based on
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the age of students in a school.

California COVID-19
Update
On July 17, 2020, Governor Newsom announced that all public and
private schools in California counties on the state's monitoring list for rising
COVID-19 infections would be required to close for in-class instruction and
meet strict criteria in order to reopen physically to students. PUSD must meet
the following criteria in order to reopen its schools during COVID-19.

REOPENING SCHOOLS

HEALTH & SAFETY

PUSD schools can reopen inperson when:

Recommendations to follow
when schools reopen:

Tulare County has been removed from
the State of California's county
monitoring list.
Being off the monitoring list for 14
consecutive days.

Staff will be recommended to get
tested for COVID-19 every two months
and school nurses/LVNs every month.
Staff will be required to wear face
coverings (i.e masks, shields).
Face covering for students:
Grades TK-2- Encouraged
Grades 3-12- Required
Students NOT willing to wear a face
covering while at school will be
enrolled in and receive instruction
through distance learning.
Teachers and staff will maintain social
distance of at least 6 feet from each
other and students.
Students will social distance 6 feet
when prossible.

LEARNING &
INSTRUCTION
Maintaining the focus:
Guaranteed access to devices and
internet connectivity.
Daily, live instruction and
interaction.
Challenging, rigorous instruction
and learning while supporting students
with unique learning needs.

CLOSING SCHOOLS
RESPONSE
PUSD will have to: ·
Close a classroom (with 5% positivity
rate of students and staff) with 14-day
quarantine.
Close a school site (with 5% positivity
rate of students and staff) with 14-day
quarantine.
Close the district when 1 in 4 (25%) of
school sites test positive.
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Health & Safety
PUSD is committed to protecting the health and safety of our students, staff
and community. The district will be implementing various safety protocols
based on county and state public health guidance to help limit the spread of
the virus and maintain the health and safety of our PUSD community. Both
passive and active measures will be utilized to provide layers of protection
both on and off campus.
Signs and visual
reminders will be
displayed throughout
school sites and
buildings to reinforce
safety and health
protocols and best
practices.

All staff and
students entering
campus will be
screened to
ensure
temperatures
below 100.4 F.
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Starting the 2020-2021
School Year
DISTANCE LEARNING
Distance learning is instruction in which the teacher and student
are in different settings. Parents/Guardians will have an increased
role in the education of their child as the student will require
increased supervision and support. This approach includes:
Interacting and learning through computer and other technology
(e.g., video, audio, phone).
Direct instruction with the teacher via Zoom.
Constructive check-ins at scheduled times.
Students are required to participate and make progress.
Parents/guardians may need to support students in maintaining
motivation to reach learning goals.
Teachers monitor student progress on completed standards-based
tasks/assignments and scores will be reported in Aeries
Gradebook.
Attendance will be taken during live instruction and through
evidence of learning.
Schools are required to take action anytime students fail to engage
in distance learning for more that 3 school days (60% of the
instructional days in a week).
Once In-Person learning is launched, students with attendance
concerns in distance learning may be transferred to the In-Person
model.
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DISTANCE LEARNING
SCHEDULE

During distance learning, teachers and students will have schedules of meetings and
instruction daily in which to work with and provide instruction and feedback to
students. Furthermore, PUSD has worked to develop a schedule that exposes students
to both grade level learning and provides time for regular interventions to address
students' individual needs. School will begin at 8:30 am daily. On Wednesdays, student
interventions will run until 3:50 pm.

ELEMENTARY

MIDDLE & HIGH SCHOOL
Middle school and high school students will have
daily block schedules. Students will be required to
check in daily for attendance. It is important to note
that a 115 minute block of instruction does not
mean a 115 minute Zoom session. 115 Minutes
refers to 115 minutes of Zoom meetings and value
of time of work assigned. Online Zoom time will
differ based on grade, level, subject and student
need. On Wednesday intervention days, all
students must still check in for attendance. Breaks
will be provided to students during long blocks.

Elementary students will have daily minute
requirements. Different sites and different grade
levels may move around these blocks of time to
create their own daily schedules that work for their
sites. It is important to note that a 90 minute block
of instruction does not mean a 90 minute Zoom
session. 90 Minutes refers to 90 minutes of Zoom
meetings and value of time of work assigned.
Online Zoom time will differ based on grade level
and student need. Breaks will be provided to
students during long blocks.

Grab-ngo brea
kfast
& lunch
for mu
ltiple
days wil
l be ava
il
able
for pic
kup Mo
n
d
ays
& Wedn
esdays
from
7:00 a.m
.-8:30 a.m
.
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TECHNOLOGY
To ensure families are successful in distance learning, PUSD is working to provide
a comprehensive solution including a device, filtered high-speed Internet
connectivity, and tech support.

Chromebooks/iPads
PUSD students will be issued an iPad or a Chromebook to use at home
and school.

Community WiFi
Based on the responses from several surveys regarding Internet
connectivity, PUSD is in the process of completing a communitywide WiFi network.
Additionally, we are working with other Internet Service Providers
(ISPs) to provide Internet for families without access outside the
community.

Technology Support
A technology support call center will be available for families to
call for help with technology hardware or login support.
For a student or parent to contact tech support they may call
(559) 560-5070 or (559) 335-8911.

Agreement
Students and parents/guardians will complete and sign the
User Agreement when checking out a device.
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PLATFORMS & APPS FOR
DISTANCE LEARNING
PUSD is working to focus our distance learning platforms for the ease of students,
parents, and teachers.

For live instruction, teachers will
utilize the Zoom platform to
engage with students. The district
is providing an upgraded Zoom
platform with added security for
teachers and students. Students
will be required to check in
through Zoom daily at their
scheduled times.

Google Classroom will be utilized
by students in 2nd through 12th
grade. Kindergarten and first
grade may also utilize Google
Classroom to push out work to
students. Google Classroom
allows teachers to manage the
workflow of students. Teachers
post assignments in Google
Classroom and students turn in
assignment in Google Classroom.
Google Classroom just notes that
something has been turned in
from students, it does not grade
work or indicate that work has
been done correctly.

For all students in kindergarten
and first grade, teachers will use
SeeSaw to share work with
students, have students turn in
work, and share student work with
parents. SeeSaw is available for
iPads, Chromebooks, and laptops.

Aeries Gradebook will be utilized
in all grade levels to ensure
parents can keep up to date on
how students are performing in
each class and whether or not
students are completing
assignments.
Aeries Gradebooks can be linked
directly to Google Classroom.

myON is a digital library that
includes both books and daily
news articles selected specifically
for your student. Students will be
able to do assigned reading from
teachers as well as independent
resting through myON. myON links
to Accelerated Reader quizzes and
students’ STAR Reading scores.

ADDITIONAL
PLATFORMS
Beyond these universal platforms
and apps, teachers may use
platforms/ apps to create videos
of instruction for students,
Peardeck, Nearpod, Flipgrid,
Edpuzzle, and other curriculum
specific apps. These platforms
and apps will work within Google
Classroom. Clever is used as a
one time sign on for many
curriculum platforms..
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ParentSquare will continue to be
the PUSD way to communicate
with families. It is suggested that
families verify their contact
information with their school sites
to make sure they are receiving all
notifications. Parents are also able
to sign up for a “digest” version of
ParentSquare. In a digest version,
parents will receive one notice a
day that compiles all notices that
were sent home that day by the
school site and teachers.

DIGITAL CITIZENSHIP FOR
DISTANCE LEARNING
Digital Citizenship refers to the responsible use of technology. These are the
guidelines for students to responsibly participate in digital learning.

BE PRESENT
Participate in classroom
discussions and contribute
your ideas. Use
appropriate and kind
language. Share what you
know. Share and show
your thoughts in Zoom,
SeeSaw, or Google
Classroom.

FOCUS
Keep classroom
conversation on topic.
Whether you are
participating in a whole
class discussion or in a
breakout room discussion,
focus your conversation at
the topic presented by the
teacher.

TONE
Contribute both orally and
in writing with full
sentences. Avoid using
abbreviations, symbols,
and emojis like you might
in a text message to a
friend. Use appropriate
grammar instead of
testing language.

BE SECURE
Keep private information
private. This may include
telephone numbers, email
addresses, and private
family information. When
you are using your camera,
make sure you are not
broadcasting any private
information in the
background. You may need
to share information with
your teacher that other
students do not need to
know.
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KINDNESS
Be mindful of school rules.
These rules apply in the
digital classroom. Avoid
language, words, and
images that tease, bully,
mock, spam, and gossip.
Try not to dominate
discussions. Allow time for
others to talk.

PERMISSION
Be sure to get permission
from the teacher before
posting pictures and videos
that may show your
teacher or classmates. You
do not have permission to
record or take screenshots
during a Zoom meeting.

Reopening Phases TK-12
Phase 1
Phase 2

Distance Learning

A/B Hybrid

All students receive instruction at home
via online and/or paper packets.

50% of students will attend 2 days a week
(M/Th = group A) with all safety
precautions including face masks, temp
checks, social distancing and daily
sanitization.

Teachers will connect daily with students
via Zoom.
Work will be provided and collected
online.

The other 50% will attend T/F (group B)

* Parents may choose this option during
any of the following stages throughout the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Targeted intervention and supplemental
special ed support will be provided on
Wednesdays
Teachers will provide student support
students by appointment in the
afternoons.

Phase 3

Phase 4

5-day Modified Schedule

5-day Full-day Schedule

All students return on a modified day with
all safety precautions including face
masks, temp checks, social distancing and
daily sanitization.

All students return 5 days full days with all
safety precautions including face masks,
temp checks and daily sanitization.

Teachers will provide individualized
instructional support for learning loss in
the afternoon determined by need.
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Returning from
Distance Learning
Once PUSD is able to return from distance learning, parents/guardians must select
one option: either remain in distance learning or return to school for in-person
learning.
*All students start the year in Distance Learning until Tulare County meets the
requirements set by the California State Governor for reopening in-person
instruction.

In-person Learning

Distance Learning
When PUSD is able to return to in-person
learning, parents will have the option to
keep students on distance learning.

In-person instruction is conducted in
face to face settings at the school site.
Instruction is delivered in large and small
group settings.

For anyone choosing to remain on
distance learning, they will sign a distance
learning agreement. Students must
continue to engage in learning to remain
on distance learning.

All COVID-19 related safety precautions
will be implemented in the school setting
in accordance with the guidance of local
and state health organizations at that
time.

Distance learning is instruction in which the
teacher and student are in different
settings.

Once in-person instruction is launched,
families will be contacted to participate if
they choose.

Parents/Guardians will have an increased
role in the education of their child as the
student will require increased supervision
and support.

In-Person learning models may be altered
to ensure PUSD can meet all safety
requirements. A schedule will be shared
with parents once we are able to return to
in-person learning.

Includes interacting and learning through
computer and other technology (e.g. video,
audio, phone) as well as direct instruction
with the teacher via Zoom.
Constructive check-ins at scheduled times.
Schools are required to take action anytime
students fail to engage in distance learning
for more that 3 school days (60% of the
instructional days in a week).
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What Families Can Expect
When Schools Reopen
When the 2020-2021 school year begins, school
will look different than previous years because of
new health and safety measures. Porterville
Unified School District has developed plans to
reopen schools based on guidance from public
health officials and state agencies. District plans
will be updated as the situation continues to

evolve. While academic instruction and other
support services to enhance student outcomes
and address learning loss will be the focus,
the district will also try to maintain the extra/cocurricular programs, clubs, and athletics that are so
important to the physical, mental, and social wellbeing of our students.

District-wide Changes in Physical Layout and Schedules will
be modified to attempt to Create a Safer Environment
Elementary schools will open with moderate changes to the daily
schedule and routines.
Middle schools and high schools will address social mixing while being
purposeful with scheduling.
Each school is unique and will have its own set of criteria to maintain a
safe environment for students and staff.
Schools will reopen with both in-person instruction and distance learning
options.
Signs and visual reminders will be displayed throughout school sites and
buildings to reinforce safety and health protocols and best practices.
Below are some of the health and safety guidance recommendations by the California Department of Public
Health for reopening schools based on current information and will be updated as the situation evolves.

SELF SCREENING PROCEDURE

ARRIVING AT SCHOOL

Families will be recommended to
take temperatures daily before
going to school.
Anyone with a fever of 100.4 or
higher will be expected not go to
school.
Students and adults will be
expected to screen themselves for
respiratory symptoms such as
cough and shortness of breath prior
to coming to school each day.
Students and adults experiencing
symptoms will be expected not to
attend school.

Staff and students will wear face masks.
Schools will take students' temperature
as they arrive to the school site or as
they board the bus.
Students will be spaced as far as
possible while on the bus. Siblings are
encouraged to sit together.
Parents and visitors may have limited
access to the school campus and will
require a face covering.
Arrival and dismissal times will vary
depending on social distancing and
other requirements at your schools.
Depending on the school site, students
may report to specific areas on campus
upon arrival.
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Cleaning, Sanitation &
Ventilation
In accordance with the California Department of Education, Stronger
Together: A Guidebook for the Safe Reopening of California’s Public
Schools, PUSD has developed a custodial cleaning,
sanitation, and ventilation plan for during and after the school day,
as well as adhering to the Center of Disease Control (CDC) and
Prevention guidelines for cleaning and disinfecting.
Due to the health concerns of the spread of COVID-19, all Porterville
school sites were deep cleaned during closure and the summer
break to ensure health and safety.
Throughout the school sites, all
restroom surfaces will be disinfected
daily, including:
Wiping down all sinks, toilets, light
switches, doorknobs with an EPAregistered disinfectant cleaner
Fog with an EPA-registered
disinfectant

All classrooms will be disinfected
nightly including:
Wiping down all tables, desks, light
switches, doorknobs and handrails
Removal of trash
Fog with an EPA-registered
disinfectant to ensure any surfaces
left untouched be disinfected

To provide adequate indoor
quality circulation as directed
by the California Department
of Education, additional
outdoor air will be introduced
on the HVAC equipment.

Students will be encouraged to bring their
own refillable water bottles, which can be
refilled at school through filling stations.
If used, throughout school sites, drinking
fountains will be disinfected before
students are on break/recess daily with an
EPA-registered disinfectant cleaner. All
drinking fountains and filling stations will
also be disinfected nightly.
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Classroom Setting
PUSD has considered implementing several strategies for
elementary, middle schools and high schools to maintain healthy
classroom operations. Some of these items may be modified as
needed, taking into account site-specific needs.

HEALTH & HYGIENE

SOCIAL DISTANCING
Maximize space between students and
staff to the greatest extent practicable.
Maximize space between seating and
desks, with teacher desks at least 6 feet
away from student desks and separation,
where possible, of student desks.
Students and staff must refrain from
physical contact (such as high-fives, fist
bumps, hugs, and holding hands).
Partner sharing and collaborative
conversations should take place virtually.
Stagger recesses, breaks, and food
services to ensure social distancing.

Wash and sanitize hands frequently
throughout the day, including after
sneezing and using the restroom.
Students and staff will remain in stable
classroom cohorts and will avoid mixing
with other cohorts.
Students and teachers must wear a face
covering while in the classroom.
Sharing of instructional materials or hightouch materials (pens, pencils, highlighters,
paper, books, iPads, Chromebooks, etc.)
among students will be minimized. If
needed, classrooms will limit the use of
materials and supplies to one group of
students at a time and clean and disinfect
between uses.
All instructional materials and workstations
including desks and tables will be cleaned
prior to use by another individual.
Minimize sharing of high-touch materials
(manipulatives, electronic devices,
equipment, etc.).
Teachers and staff will encourage students
to keep their belongings separate so that
they do not come in contact with other
students' belongings.

OTHER SAFETY PRECAUTIONS
Class sizes will be as small as practical.
Daily cleaning, disinfecting, and
sanitizing of frequently touched
surfaces with approved EPA products.
Limit non-essential visitors/volunteers
in the classroom.
All classrooms will be provided
appropriate sanitizing materials to
continue providing a safe and clean
environment using proper equipment.
Teachers and staff will encourage
students to keep their belongings
separate so that they do not come in
contact with other students'
belongings.
The amount of furniture and
equipment in the classroom will be
reduced to facilitate distancing and
reduce high-touch surfaces.
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Non-classroom
Setting
RESTROOMS

CAFETERIA/MULTI-PURPOSE ROOMS
Meals will be served in classrooms or
outdoors when possible; delivered by
staff wearing gloves and face mask.
Sharing of foods and utensils will be
discouraged among students.
Space may be repurposed to provide
additional room for distancing.

Restroom use will be staggered by
groups of students with limits on the
number allowed inside.
Restrooms will be cleaned and
sanitized daily.
Students will be encouraged to
thoroughly wash their hands after
using the restroom.
Six feet physical distancing while in
line to enter or wash hands will be
enforced.
Additional handwashing stations will
be provided for outside use.

LIBRARIES
Library use will be limited and the
space may be repurposed to provide
additional room for distancing.
Students will be encouraged to
access and read online books.

PLAYGROUNDS & COMMON AREAS
Sites may designate areas where
students can report to while waiting
for class to start or while at
recess/break.
The use of shared playground
equipment will be minimized by
encouraging physical activities that
require less contact with surfaces
and greater physical distancing.
Recess/break schedules will be
staggered by classroom cohorts.

HALLWAYS
Will be monitored to minimize
crowds and arranged where possible
to encourage one way traffic.
More ways to enter and exit campus
will reduce crowds.
Staggered passing times will help
with crowd control.
Six feet distancing will be enforced.

SCHOOL OFFICES
Office staff will be spaced six feet
apart where practical.
Protective barriers such as plexiglass
dividers will be employed to separate
staff and visitors.
Additional hand sanitizer dispensers
will be available.
Limit non-essential visitors; any
visitors to school sites will have a
visual wellness and temperature
check upon entry. Available seating
will be limited.
Frequently touched surfaces,
including doorknobs, light switches,
sink, bathroom surfaces, staff desks
and chairs will be cleaned and
sanitized daily.

STAFF BREAK ROOMS
The number of staff who can be in
the break room/lounge will be
limited to allow for physical
distancing.
Tables and chairs will be spaced at
least six feet apart.
Staff will be encouraged to clean and
sanitize high-touch objects
(microwave, refrigerator, etc.) before
and after use.

16

School Events &
Field Trips
FIELDTRIPS

EVENTS
When practical, school events such as award
assemblies, group presentations, Back-toSchool Night, etc., will be held virtually.
In-person events will be limited and held
outdoors, when possible, keeping the
following into consideration:
students of different classroom cohorts
do not mix
classroom cohorts remain at least 25 feet
apart from each other.

Field trips will resume when practical
keeping the following into consideration:
students of different classroom cohorts
do not mix.
classroom cohorts remain at least 25
feet apart from each other.

EXTRA/CO-CURRICULAR
ACTIVITIES

CONSIDERATIONS
Attendance at school events will be
limited to students and staff or those
participating in a presentation only.
Schools will maximize the number of
school events that can be held virtually or
outside.
Schools will minimize events involving oncampus visitors interacting with staff or
students.

When allowed to resume, all extracurricular clubs and activities which occur
outside of normal school days will need to
follow existing school guidelines
regarding distancing, face-covering and
number of participants gathered
together.
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Transportation To
and From School
BEFORE BOARDING THE BUS

SCHOOL BUS SAFETY AND
SANITATION
Face coverings will be required before
boarding and while riding the bus.
Hand sanitizer will be provided to all
students as they enter the bus.
Seating arrangements may be assigned to
maintain student safety.
Students from the same household will be
assigned to sit next to each other to
minimize exposure to new contacts.
Bus schedules will be modified to meet
social distancing guidelines.
Windows will be open, as appropriate, to
allow for increased air circulation.
Buses will be disinfected between routes.
Foggers will be used to disinfect after hours
of operation.

DROP-OFF/PICK-UP/WALKERS
Drivers will be instructed to remain in
the vehicle when dropping-off or pickingup students.
When in-person drop-off/pick-up, only a
single parent/caregiver will enter the
facility.
Students walking to and from school will
be expected to use designated entry and
exit points depending on school site.
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Parents will be expected to
prescreen students for COVID-19
symptoms.
Students who arrive to school with
symptoms will be sent directly to
the nurse or a designated area.
Students will line up at the bus
stop while maintaining social
distance.
Students will be expected to wear a
face covering as they wait at the
bus stop.
Temperature checks will be
conducted as students board the
bus.

WHILE ON THE BUS
Students sit in designated seats
distanced from other students.
Students wear a face covering.

EXITING THE BUS
Students will be expected to follow
the driver instructions to exit the
bus.
Students report to approved
school entrances/designated areas.

Athletics
Guidelines
PUSD has taken careful consideration on how to keep students safe when it comes to
after school sports and extracurricular activities. We understand sports and
extracurricular activities are an essential part of the overall school experience.
However, it is important to understand that some sports present a challenge due to
close proximity between athletes. When practicing sports, athletes must follow the
guidance of their coaches and California Interscholastic Federation (CIF).
Workouts will be conducted in “pods” of students with the same 5-10 students
working out together to limit overall exposure.
There must be a minimum distance of 6 feet between each individual at all times.
All coaches and students will be screened daily for symptoms of COVID-19 prior to
participating.
All student-athletes must bring their own water bottle.
Water bottles must not be shared.
Cloth face coverings are required. Exceptions are swimming, distance running or
other high-intensity aerobic activity.

PHYSICAL ACTIVITY &
ATHLETIC EQUIPMENT
There should be no shared athletic equipment
(towels, clothing, shoes, sports specific
equipment) between students.
Students should wear their own appropriate
workout clothing.
Individual clothing/towels should be washed
and cleaned after every workout.
All athletic equipment, including balls, should
be cleaned after each individual use and prior
to the next workout.
Individual drills requiring the use of athletic
equipment are permissible, but the
equipment should be cleaned prior to use by
the next individual.
Physical contact, such as high-fives,
fist/chest bumps, and hugs, is discouraged
amongst teammates.
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SPORTS
SCHEDULES
The CIF State Office has determined
that education-based athletics for the
2020-21 school year will begin with a
modified season of sport schedules.
Cross Country, Water Polo,
Volleyball, and Football will begin on
December 14th.
Soccer, Tennis, Swimming,
Wrestling, and Basketball will begin
on February 22nd.
Baseball, Softball, Golf, and Track
will begin on March 15th.

If there is an outbreak of COVID-19, school
sports and extracurricular activities schedules
are subject to change and further social
distancing measures may be implemented.

Special Education
Services
PUSD offers a range of specialized programs that serve students of all
abilities ages 3 to 22. PUSD is committed to providing equitable, inclusive,
quality education for all students, especially students with specialized
educational needs and students with disabilities. Our Special Education
teams will work with families to determine appropriate academic and social
emotional support considering the unique circumstances of each student to
meet their individual needs. During each phase of the COVID continuum
PUSD special education staff will adapt the mode of instruction to provide
increasing levels of support designed to meet each student’s IEP goals as
well as address learning loss from school closures. When state and local
officials determine it is safe to return to in person learning, special education
teachers will provide increased instructional support during each phase of
the COVID continuum through our return to in person full day.

Distance Learning:

In accordance with the directive from the Governor, PUSD will be starting
with Distancing learning. Students with disabilities will participate in their
general education classes and special education services via distance
learning with live daily interaction provided via video calls using the platform
Zoom. Special education services will be provided via zoom to allow for both
individual and small group interactions. Special education teachers and
service providers will have access to students with disabilities within each
general education teacher’s zoom classrooms including breakout rooms to
provide small group instruction and support.

TOOLS FOR SUPPORT
Daily live interaction with special
education teachers
Student and parent access to special ed
staff via office hours (email, phone, and
video call)
Office hours built in daily
Parent education and support
Online resources shared with parents
Teacher provided manipulatives based
on student needs
School psychologist and social worker
help line to access social emotional
support, counseling and mental health
support

SERVICES OFFERED
Specialized Academic Instruction
Speech and Language therapy
Behavioral Health Services Psychological
services
Deaf and Hard of Hearing
supportInterpreting services for the
deaf
Nursing services
Occupational Therapy
Physical Therapy Behavior Intervention
Services
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Family Service Support

Program Service Overview
The goal of this program is to help families minimize and/or remove obstacles that hinder
children from being successful in their education programs.

Example of Some Services and
Referrals:
Food
Clothes
School supplies
Legal services
Mental health services
Utilities
Housing
Parenting
School registration

If your family needs any assistance, please contact your child’s
school site and a referral will be made to the Family Service
Worker assigned to your child’s school.
District Office: Assessments and Accountability
Department
Address: 600 W. Grand Ave., Porterville, CA 93257
Phone: 559-793-2445
Migrant Department Services:
Contact Marilu Martinez
Phone: 559-793-2750
Migrant Program Eligibility & Services
Emergency Food Assistance & Medical Referrals
Afterschool Tutoring & Counseling
21

PUSD Pathways
The Porterville Unified School District
Pathways Program offers small learning
communities with an industry focus for
students as they prepare for college and
career. The “Open Choice” Pathways Program
is modeled after the Linked
Learning/National Academy Foundation
approach to provide all students with
equitable access to an integrated program of
study that includes a rigorous college
preparatory core curriculum connected to a
demanding technical career themed
sequence of courses. Creating Opportunities
and Changing Lives.
Granite Hills High School - Academy of Careers in Education (ACE), Computer
Operations and Development (CODE), Law, Justice and Ethics (LJE).
Harmony Magnet Academy - Academy of Engineering (AOE), Academy of Performing
Arts (APA).
Monache High School - Academy of Hospitality (AH), Environmental Science Academy
(ESA), Manufacturing and Construction Technology Academy (MCTA), Multimedia and
Technology Academy (MTA).
Porterville High School - Academy of Energy Resource Occupations (AERO),
Partnership Academy of Business (PAB), Partnership Academy of Health Sciences
(PAHS).Porterville Military Academy - Military and Leadership Program, Academy of
Aviation (AOA).
Strathmore High School - Emerging Agriculture Technology (EAT).

K-8 COLLEGE & CAREER AWARENESS
The PUSD Pathways Program coordinates various events and activities to provide early
career and college exploration opportunities to K-8 site staff and students. Distance
Learning model options on virtual platforms will be offered to showcase pathways and
provide lessons for student self-exploration based on strengths, interests and values
linked to the world of work; PUSD Graduate Outcome attainment and lifelong
learning. Empowering the Future.
SOCIAL MEDIA/ CONTACT INFORMATION
559.793.2437
pathways.portervilleschools.org
facebook.com/PortervillePathways
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twitter.com/PathwaysPUSD

Pathways Department
Supports and Services
STUDENTS
All PUSD High School Pathway students will participate in a work-based learning
grade level sequence of college and career activities to prepare all students with
the essential professional skills and knowledge to be prepared for college, career
and lifelong learning success. Local, Community and Statewide Professional
Partners work with educators to connect academic lessons with real world
experiences. In the midst of distance learning, the Pathways Department is
committed to provide all the grade level activities and events on a virtual level.
9th Grade - PUSD Graduate Outcomes Self Assessment, elevator pitch, and
introduction of 4-year Work-Based Learning Continuum.
10th Grade- Attend a professional Conference (Mentors Conference), create a resume,
professional etiquette, and dress for success.
11th Grade- Professional job/internship interviews, internship opportunities, dress for
success, and update resumes.
12th Grade- Internship/scholarship opportunities, and letters of recommendation.
Pathway Teacher Team, Staff and Assigned Counselor Support and Guidance
Technology Training and Resources

TEACHERS

PARENTS

Professional Development Sessions:
Integrated Projects and Program
Development
Distance Learning Trainings and
Survey Resources: ZOOM; Nepris;
Google Suite; Flipgrid; NAF.org and
other platforms upon request.
Virtual Professional Partner Platform
Coordination
Teacher Team/Leadership
Collaborative Coaching

Distance Learning At Home
Resources
Student internship placement
information and supporting
documents.
Pathway Site Staff Guidance and
Support

INDUSTRY PROFESSIONAL PARTNERS:
Technology Support and At Home Resources
Advisory Board Orientation and Meeting Support
Recruitment of new industry partners
23

MONITORING
Signs will be posted at all entrances
instructing students, staff, and
visitors not to enter campus if they
have any COVID-19 symptoms.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS
ALL SCHOOLS

Close Contacts MAY

COVID-19 Symptoms

Include:

Include:

Fever
Chills
Cough
Shortness of breath
Difficulty breathing
Fatigue
Headache
Muscle or body aches
Recent loss of taste or smell
Sore Throat
Congestion or runny Nose
Nausea
Vomiting
Diarrhea

Individuals who have been within 6
feet for 15 minutes cumulatively (e.g.,
three 5-minute interactions would
count as a close contact) during the
infectious period.
Close contacts MAY include:
Siblings, regardless of school
Students in class/cohort
Student’s teacher, especially if
child is in first two rows of class
or spends whole day with same
teacher
Students who ride the same bus
Student’s lunch group
Students/Coaches/Staff in sports
team/extra-curricular
activities/after school programs

Quarantine

Contact Tracing

Procedure

Contact tracing can stop the spread of
COVID-19 with these key steps::

Quarantine is used to keep someone who
might have been exposed to COVID-19 away
from others. Quarantine helps prevent
spread of disease that can occur before a
person knows they are sick or if they are
infected with the virus without feeling
symptoms. People in quarantine should
stay home, separate themselves from
others, monitor their health, and
follow directions from their state or
local health department.

Quickly identifying students and staff
in school in contact with the infected
or symptomatic student or employee.
Asking them to isolate or selfquarantine.
Advise person to seek medical
evaluation
Advise person to monitor themselves
for symptoms.
Inform person of the possibility that
they could spread the infection to
others even if they do not feel ill.
Encourage contact to self-quarantine
stay home, monitor their health, and
maintain social distance (at least 6
feet) from others until 14 days after
their last exposure to the infected
person in case they also become ill.

When to start and end quarantine?
You should stay home for 14 days after
your last contact with a person who has
COVID-19. Even if you test negative for
COVID-19 or feel healthy, you should
quarantine since symptoms may appear 2
to 14 days after exposure to the virus.
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/if-you-are-sick/quarantine.html
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Within the last 14 days have been
diagnosed with COVID-19 or had a
test confirming you have the virus?

What do you do when notified COVID-19 positive
student/employee/volunteer?
Mitigate Spread and prevent outbreak
Assess risk
Short (potential 2-5 Day) building dismissal to
clean/disinfect/contact trace in consultation with local health
officials
Identify close contact
Identify exposure locations
Take action
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